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cracy at the Delhi Exhibition seemed to them little more
than the Englishman's strange fancy for Indian i curiosit-
ies.' A certain Maharajah shortly after the utterance of
that appeal had to entertain Lord Curzon ; his own palace-
was a modern building, designed and furnished in a French
style. To please the Viceroy he sent to Bombay for 20'
lakhs worth of Bombay blackwood furniture, and put away
the French stuff; but when Lotfd Curzon left, the latter
all came out again ! Now Bombay blackwood is but half
Indian at best; but the Maharajah neither knew this, nor
was actuated by any deeper motive than a desire to please
the Viceroy, And so it must ever be, that, the best-meant-
endeavours of outsiders can effect but little ; while a little
germ of love for the motherland might effect everything.
It is easier to destroy than to create ; it is impossible for
England to build up what she has demolished ; if the
re-awakening is to come at all, it will be the fruit of India's
recognition of her national self ; but that, alas, will be in.
spite of England's opposition, not with England's help !
Not that all sympathetic and disinterested counsel is alto-
gether thrown away ; but that advice is a totally inade-
quate solution.

So much for external influence on Indian art; it has
been on the whole an influence contributing to " the rapid
deterioration that has of la-te befallen the great historical
arts of India."* Let us for a time consider the changes

* In charging England witb the responsibility for much of the
deterioration of Indian art, I do not forget that a world process of
the same character is everywhere at work, arid that England is
only for us the particular medium through which these tendencies
affect us. But "approved departmental methods, instead of reviv-
ing original creative activity, have done everything possible to sup-
press it, and, by rooting out the traditional practice, they have given
a wholly unnecessary impulse to the natural process of decay which
has acted upon all Eastern art in the last few generations.""